
Baptism of Our Lord 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
January 13, 2019 

(440) 331-2405 
MessiahChurchFairview.org 



2 

 

TO OUR GUESTS:  WELCOME! 
 

May the God who led you here today refresh you with his grace 
and peace in Christ Jesus as you spend this hour with us.  We’re 
glad you’re here. 

 

Some helpful things to know 

 Let us know that you were here.  You’ll 

find a visitor’s card in the pew rack that you can fill 
out and either hand to an usher or drop in the 
offering plate. 
 

 Restless children?  Nursery care is available during the 

late Sunday morning services.  We also have a room where 
parents can tend to little ones while watching and listening to the 
service.  Ask an usher for directions. 
 

 Large print bulletins and personal audio receivers 

are available at Sunday services for any who may find them 
helpful.  Don’t hesitate to ask an usher.    
 

 May you commune at Messiah?  Yes, if you’re a 

baptized communicant elsewhere and are able to respond with 
joyful confidence when Christ invites you to meet him in the 
sacrament here.  As he says of the bread, “This is my body,” and 
of the cup, “This is my blood”; and of both he says, “given and 
shed for you.” 
 

 Our communion procedures:  the sacrament is 

distributed at the head of the aisle. Come forward as the usher 
directs.  For receiving the wine, two cups are available, one to 
drink from and a second to dip the host in. Follow your 
preference.  If you choose not to commune but would like even 
so to receive a blessing, approach the pastor or assisting minister 
with your arms crossed. For a gluten-free host, quietly ask the 
pastor. 
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BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
JANUARY 13, 8:30 & 11 AM 

 

The congregation is invited to participate at the places marked with bold type 
 

WE PREPARE FOR GOD’S GIFTS… 
 

Music and Quiet “To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord,”  
Charles Callahan 

Asking God’s Forgiveness 
Stand 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
who creates us and forms us, 
who redeems us and calls us, 
who unites us and sends us. 
Amen. 
Gathered in God’s presence, let us confess our sin. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Mighty and loving God, 
we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We seek our own way. 
We divide the body of Christ. 
In your mercy, cleanse us and heal us. 
Let the words of our mouths, 
the thoughts of our hearts, 
and everything that we do 
be filled with faith, hope, and love. 
Amen. 
Hear the voice of Jesus: 
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me 
to proclaim release to the captives.” 

In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, 
I proclaim to you 
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that your sins are forgiven and you are released. 
The joy of the Lord is your strength, 
and the gifts of the Holy Spirit are yours forever. 
Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn “Songs of Thankfulness and Praise,” #310 
stanzas 1, 2, 4 

Greeting 
  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

Gloria 
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GOD’S WORD 

Today’s Prayer 
 

Let us pray. Almighty God, you anointed Jesus at his baptism with the 
Holy Spirit and revealed him as your beloved Son. Keep all who are born 
of water and the Spirit faithful in your service, that we may rejoice to be  
called children of God, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   
Amen. 

 
Sit 
 

From the Old Testament Isaiah 43:1-7 
1But now thus says the LORD, he who created you, O Jacob, he who 
formed you, O Israel: Do not fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called 
you by name, you are mine. 2When you pass through the waters, I will 
be with you; and through the rivers, they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire you shall not be burned, and the flame shall 
not consume you. 3For I am the LORD your God, the Holy One of Israel, 
your Savior. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange 
for you. 4Because you are precious in my sight, and honored, and I love 
you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life. 
5Do not fear, for I am with you; I will bring your offspring from the east, 
and from the west I will gather you; 6I will say to the north, “Give them 
up,” and to the south, “Do not withhold; bring my sons from far away 
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and my daughters from the end of the earth— 7everyone who is called 
by my name, whom I created for my glory, whom I formed and made.”   
 The Word of the Lord.   

Thanks be to God. 
  

From the Book of Psalms 29:3-4, 9-11 
 

Cantor sings refrain; All sing refrain 

 
Cantor sings verses in regular print; All sing verses in bold print 

 

3The voice of the LORD is upon the waters; the God of | glory thunders; 
  the LORD is upon the | mighty waters. 
4The voice of the LORD is a pow- | erful voice; 
  the voice of the LORD is a | voice of splendor. Refrain 
 
9The voice of the LORD makes the oak trees writhe and strips 
the | forests bare. 
  And in the temple of the LORD all are | crying, “Glory!” 
10The LORD sits enthroned a- | bove the flood; 
  the LORD sits enthroned as king for- | evermore. 
11O LORD, give strength | to your people; 
  give them, O LORD, the bless- | ings of peace. Refrain 
 

From a New Testament letter Acts 8:14-17 
14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that Samaria had 

accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The two 
went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy 
Spirit 16(for as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had 



7 

 

only been baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and 
John laid their hands on them, and they received the Holy Spirit.  

The Word of the Lord.  
Thanks be to God. 
 

From one of the four Gospels Luke 3:15-17, 21-22 

Gospel Acclamation “Christ, Be Our Light,” #715  

Christ, be our light!  
Shine in our hearts. 
Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 
Shine in your church gathered today. 

 

The Holy Gospel is recorded in the 3rd  chapter of St. Luke 
Glory to you, O Lord. 

15As the people were filled with expectation, and all were questioning in 
their hearts concerning John, whether he might be the Messiah, 16John 
answered all of them by saying, “I baptize you with water; but one who 
is more powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of 
his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 17His 
winnowing fork is in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather 
the wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with 
unquenchable fire.” 
  21Now when all the people were baptized, and when Jesus also had 
been baptized and was praying, the heaven was opened, 22and the Holy 
Spirit descended upon him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came 
from heaven, “You are my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well 
pleased.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
 Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Sit 

God’s Word for Today Pastor Burce 

Stand 

Hymn for Today “Christ, When for Us You Were Baptized,” #304 
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Confessing our Faith (8:30 only) 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.  
 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father.  Through 
him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate 
from the virgin Mary, and was made man.  For our sake he was 
crucified under Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and was buried.  On 
the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; he 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 
kingdom will have no end.  
 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son.  With the Father and the Son he is 
worshiped and glorified.  He has spoken through the prophets.  We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge 
one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Installing Our Church Council (11:00 only) 
 

Offering our Prayers 

After each portion of the prayers: 
 

Lord, in your mercy. . .  
. . . Hear our prayer. 
 

Sharing Christ’s peace 
The peace of the Lord be with you. 
And also with you.   

 
Greet those around you with these or similar words 

Sit 
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Gathering Our Gifts “This Is My Beloved Son,” Dan Uhl (8:30) 
“Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying,”  

Sandra Eithun (11:00) 
Stand 
 

The Gifts Are Presented “As with Gladness Men of Old,” #302 

As they offered gifts most rare 
At thy cradle, rude and bare, 
So may we with holy joy, 
Pure and free from sin’s alloy, 
All our costliest treasures bring, 
Christ, to thee, our heav’nly king. 

 
Let us pray.  Merciful God, 
In the mystery of the Word made flesh you embrace our lives with 
your great love of humanity. With joy and gladness we ask that these 
gifts may be for many a sign of that love, and that we may continue to 
share in your divine life, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

CHRIST, OUR FOOD AND DRINK 
 

Preparing our hearts 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy. . .we praise your name and 
join their unending hymn:  
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Prayer of Consecration 
Holy, mighty and merciful Lord. . .now and forever.  Amen. 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Sit.   
 

To learn how we distribute communion, see the inside front cover. 
 

Communion Hymns 
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“Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying”   

 

 
 

“This Is the Spirit’s Entry Now” #448 
 
Stand 

Post Communion Prayer 
 

Almighty God, by the power of the Holy Spirit you have knit your 
servants into the one body of your Son, Jesus Christ. Look with favor 
upon us in our commitment to serve in Christ’s name. Give us courage, 
patience and vision. Strengthen us all in our Christian vocation of 
witness to the world, and of service to others through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  Amen. 
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ON OUR WAY 

A Final Word and Promise 
Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit bless you now and 
forever. Amen. 
 

A Hymn 
 

“When Jesus Came to Jordan” #305 

 

A Mission 
  

 Go in peace. Serve the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Music as we leave “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized,” 
Jacob Weber 

 
Advent Kyrie Text: Richard Claybaker; Music: John Eggert. Reprinted by permission of The Association of Lutheran Church Musicians.  

.Liturgy setting reproduced under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License SB131019SB131019;  “Come Sing, O Church, in Joy!”  
Text ©1989 Brian Dill. Used with permission with OneLicense #702571 
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SERVING TODAY 

Preaching Minister – Pr. Burce 
 

Presiding Minister – Pr. Bridger 
 

Assisting Ministers – Tim Rosenberber (8:30); Mike Thiel (11:00) 
 

Lectors – Anna Kukelhan (8:30); Cathy Zalac (11:00) 
 

Communion Assistants – Allison Benson, Christa Turnbull, Lee Vysoky 
(8:30); James Quayle, Eileen Spicer, Bob Zalac (11:00) 

 

Acolytes – Gabrielle Bayness, Danielle Biddle (8:30);  
Bella Epperson, Jason Epperson (11:00) 

 

Cantor – Helen Casselberry (11:00) 
 

Organist – Connie Triplett 
 

Deacons – Raffee Johns, Steve Turnbull (8:30);  
Terrie Leske, Sue Zubin (11:00) 

 

Greeters—Jill Straffen, Scott Straffen (8:30); 
Tom Chalfant (11:00) 

 

Ushers – Ken Novack, Greg Paton, Gregory Prohaska, Greg Prohaska 
(8:30); Julia Ellerbruch, Christian Frank, Dana Quayle, Craig Stinard 

(11:00) 
 

Altar Guild – Tiffany Advani, Laura Schwartz, Gaydos 
 

Nursery – Deanna McLeeson, Sarah McLeeson (Education Hour);  
Nadia Kauntz, Tanya Kauntz (11:00) 

 
Trustee – Craig Stinard 
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IN OUR PRAYERS 

 The Church’s witness to our hope in Christ 
 

 The work of our Church Council in 2019 
 

 All whose lives are being disrupted by the current budget impasse 
 

 All who struggle to address and overcome intractable divisions 
between people 

 
 All who suffer from cold and hunger this winter 

 
 The ill:  Jodi Hoffman, Carol Kubovcik, Dottie Juergens, Edith Kundtz 

 

 THIS WEEK’S COMMEMORATIONS 
Jan. 13—GEORGE FOX., d. 1691, founder of the Society of Friends 
(Quakers).  
 
Jan. 15—MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR., d. 1968, the great American pastor and 
civil rights leader.   
 
Jan. 17—ANTONY OF EGYPT, d. 346, and PACHOMIUS, d. 346, early leaders 
of the monastic movement in Egypt.   
 
Jan. 18—THE CONFESSION OF PETER (see Mt. 16:13-20).   

 

GOD’S WORD FOR NEXT WEEK 

Second Sunday after Epiphany 
Isaiah 62:1-5, Psalm 36:5-10, 1 Corinthians 12:1-11, John 2:1-11 

We encourage you to read the lessons as part of your preparation for 
divine services. 
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We Welcome  

Our 2019 Church Council 
 

Administration & Finance 
Bryan Pajer 

Alan Parrott, Chair & Vice President 
Frank Petak, Treasurer 

Jim Quayle 
Steve Swanson 

 
Education & Enrichment 

Don Braun, Chair 
Ron Coulter, Secretary 

John Hayduk 
Lindsay Rados 

Jared Waugaman 
 

Mission & Engagement 
Mike Allan, President 

Josh Koza 
Trish Kvasnicka 

Janice Snyder, Chair 
Peggy Schauer 
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Messiah Lutheran Church 

21485 Lorain Road, Fairview Park, OH 44126 
(440) 331-2405 

E-mail – church@messiahfp.org 

 

Messiah Lutheran School 
4401 W. 215th St., Fairview Park, OH  44126 

(440) 331-6553 
Email – school@messiahfp.org 

 
www.messiahfairview.org 

 

+  +  + 
 

Servants and Missionaries – All MLC members 
Senior Pastor– Jerome Burce 

Associate Pastor – Seth Bridger 
Youth Director – Peggy Schauer 

Interim Pastoral Assistant – Ruth Mortensen 
Music Director – Connie Triplett  

Messiah School Principal – Helen Casselberry  
Administrator – Darlene Waugh 

Pierstorf Memorial Fund Director – Martin Uhle 
 

+  +  + 
 
 
 

 
 

To the glory of God, through the strength of the Spirit. 
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